Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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Homosexuality

There was a lot of publicity a few years ago about studies indicating a "genetic predisposition" to homosexuality, but there has never been anything near proof that homosexuality cannot be helped and is genetic. If someone contends that it is genetically driven, the burden of proof is on the one making that contention. It cannot be proven. 

Some other thoughts: 
1. Homosexuality is "conduct". We do not deny that someone may have homosexual thoughts or temptations. But what makes someone homosexual is committing homosexual acts. Most people confuse a "tendency" or a "temptation" with the act. I may be tempted to rob a bank, but that does not make me a bank robber. I am a bank robber only when I rob the bank. I would not dispute that someone may have "homosexual tendencies." That does not mean that they have no choice but to commit homosexual acts. People choose the kind of behavior they engage in. Someone with the temptation to commit homosexual acts must discipline themselves and work to overcome their temptation just as someone tempted to commit heterosexual fornication or someone tempted to steal. 
2. The fact that a condition has a genetic background does not make it good. The very same genetic studies that have been used to justify homosexuality also produced information about a number of genetic defects such as Down's syndrome. If there were a way to prevent or correct that genetic defect, we would do it. Should we be looking for a way to prevent or correct the "genetic defect" which supposedly causes homosexuality? 

3. We know that there are "genetic predispositions" to certain behaviors. For example, there is evidence of a genetic predisposition to alcoholism. If someone knows they have such a genetic predisposition, they would be wise to avoid the behavior (drinking alcoholic beverages) that can cause them a serious problem. Furthermore, they have that choice! That person is not forced to drink, or to become a drunkard. He may have "predisposition" to alcoholism, but whether he ever takes a drink is a matter of choice and behavior. 
4. If the person with whom you are discussing has regard for the Bible, I would point out that passages such as 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 teach that homosexuals (as well as drunkards, thieves, adulterers and idolaters) learned to cease that behavior. If they could learn to cease it, it must have been something they originally learned to do. Nevertheless, whether it was learned or inherited behavior, they still could stop the behavior, and had to do so to be right with God.

- by Tom Moody
_______________________________________________

Balance in Treaching 

Teaching the Word of God is not the easiest task in the world. The treacher knows that he must address subjects that are difficult and, sometimes, offensive to some. His job is to “preach the word, in season and out, reproving, rebuking, and exhorting with great patience and instruction” (2 Tim. 4:2). He knows that there will be those who do not want to hear the truth, but would rather heap up teachers who will say those things they want to hear. And there are plenty of ear-ticklers available. 
The teacher must be bold, uncompromising of truth, and plain-spoken so as to be understood. He knows that he cannot water the message down so that it loses its power and focus. He realizes that he has a great responsibility toward himself and those who hear what he has to say (cf. 1 Tim. 4:16). When he confronts sin, he must rebuke it. When he faces false teaching, he must be courageous. In all things, the faithful teacher knows that he answers to God first, and is not in the business of pleasing men (cf. Gal. 1:10). 
But there's another side to this. Sometimes, in our fervor to "preach it like it is," we overstep our God-given boundaries. In the name of hard preaching and teaching, it is easy to "go past Jerusalem" and start getting downright mean. In order to win arguments and make ourselves look good, it is tempting to ridicule those who are in opposition to us. We can become rude, unkind, and abusive. Sarcasm (or better, irony), may have a proper place, but not when it is at the expense of gentleness, love, and respect. We can become careless in how we speak to others, and about others with whom we disagree. We may even begin to thrive on being offensive. We boast about our little debating techniques: "Did you see how I got him?" But this is a manifestation of self-righteousness and, ironically, shows a disregard for God and His Word. 
How so? Because, while in stressing certain commands and steadfastly exercising our duty to reprove and rebuke, we may ignore other commands. We are to “speak the truth in love” (Eph. 4:15). Our speech is to be "with grace, seasoned, as it were, with salt, so that you may know how you should respond to each person" (Col. 4:6). We are to be kind and tenderhearted, forgiving, and devoid of bitterness, wrath, anger, and clamor (Eph. 4:31-32). With those in opposition, we are to correct with gentleness (2 Tim. 2:25). These are just as much commands of God as any other! To ignore these in the name of "sound" preaching is not only Pharisaical, it is just plain sinful. Contending for the faith does not equal being contentious and ugly. 
Just remember, there is a difference between kind and mushy, between graceful speech and that which compromises truth. We need to learn these differences if we will really be faithful servants of God. The spirit in which we do something is every bit a part of the doctrine of Christ as those more difficult issues that we so often struggle with. Teach the truth, but let's do it in the way God has told us to do it. Keep the balance. 

- by Warren Berkley (edited)
_____________________________________________________
“Faith Only”: Human Creeds vs. The Bible

The message on the roadside sign at a local Methodist church recently read: “Faith Without Works Is Dead”

Of course, a truer statement could not be made – this one taken directly from God’s inspired Word at James 2:26.  In fact, the entire context of James 2:18-26 powerfully shows the necessary link between faith and obedience.  It is not enough to merely say you believe – you must show it by what you do.  The text specifically says, “by works a man is justified, and not by faith only” (vs. 24).

We are glad that the local Methodists have apparently learned this truth, for it has not been the traditional position of that denomination.  Perhaps these folks have not carefully reviewed their own official creed, wherein we read Article IX that says:  “That we are justified by faith, only, is a most wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort.” 1
The Methodists are not the only ones who have trouble reconciling the statements in the Book of James to their human doctrines.  For instance, Martin Luther tried to discredit James’ entire letter because of these difficulties.  He wrote:

 In a word St. John’s Gospel and his first epistle, St. Paul’s epistles, especially Romans, Galatians, and Ephesians, and St. Peter’s first epistle are the books that show you Christ and teach you all that is necessary and salvatory for you to know, even if you were never to see or hear any other book or doctrine.  Therefore St. James' epistle is really a right strawy epistle, compared to these others, for it has nothing of the nature of the gospel about it. 2
Our sincere hope is that the Methodists, the followers of Luther, and all other denominationalists will fully and completely abandon their man-made creeds are return to the Word of God as their absolute authority in all religious matters.  As the apostle Peter said, "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God" (1 Peter 4:11).

1 The Book of Discipline 1992; published by The United Methodist Publishing House

2 The Harvest of Medieval Theology, Harvard University Press, p. 468-469

- by Greg Gwin
____________________________________________

Trends . . .

· 42% of adults in the U.S., and 28% of “born-again Christians,” believe that “while Jesus lived on earth, He committed sins like other people.”

· via barna.org

Hebrews 4:15  "For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin."

______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .

“Lord, when I am wrong, make me willing to change; when I am right, make me easy to live with.”

“The trouble with most of us is that we would rather be ruined by praise than saved by criticism.”

“To have a right to do a thing is not at all the same as to be right in doing it.”


“The armor of God is awkward apparel for armchairs.”
______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

September 17, 2006

Good morning, and welcome!  Glad to see you on this Lord’s Day.  We are especially grateful for the presence of our visitors – please come again soon!

Our sincere sympathy goes out to Margaret Hood and her family in the death of our brother Buddy.  The funeral was conducted yesterday.  Please keep this family in your prayers.

Continue to prayer for the sick, including: Tina Overton, Alvin Lunn, Odis Haley, Freeman Riggins, Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell,  and others.  Also pray for those in the military in dangerous places: Jennifer Ring’s brother, the Riggins’ grandson, and William Toombs’ son.

· This week:

· Song leaders class at 5 o’clock this afternoon

· Services tonight at 6pm

· Group 3 meets after services tonight

· Gospel meetings at Bluff Springs and at Hilltop in Hickman County.  See bulletin board for details.

· Wednesday Bible study at 7pm

· Thursday morning class at 10am

· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ on the Internet, Thursday 8pm

· Coming up:

· Teachers’ meeting (for current and upcoming teachers) next Sunday after evening services.

Our fall gospel meeting (with different speakers from the area), November 12-17

Figures for the week of 9/3/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 136;  AM, 152; PM, 135; Wed., 125; Contrib., $3417
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.
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Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























