Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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God-Consciousness
A truly godly man is one who lives with a constant realization of God's divine presence He is God-conscious. When he awakes in the morning, there is God. As he dresses for work there is God. As he goes in to breakfast with his family, as he drives to work, as he works through the day, as he drives home, as he spends the evening hours, as he lies down on his bed at the close of the day, there is God.

Enoch was a man who was God -conscious, for he "walked with God" (Genesis 5:24). He enjoyed constant companionship with God. Wherever Enoch went, God went with him, and Enoch was always aware that He was there. He could not flee from God's presence (Psalm 139:7), nor did he seek to do so. He was a godly man.

How fortunate is that man who has developed within himself this God consciousness. It is easy for him to pray, for God is to him a close, ever near, companion whose "ears are open unto his prayers" (1 Peter 3:12). His talking with God is as natural as his talking with any companion.

He does not fear, for he just places his hand in God's in his times of trouble. "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear. .." (Psalm 46:1, 2). Even when walking "through the valley of the shadow of death," he can "fear no evil," for God is with him.

The power of temptation is greatly reduced, for he never forgets that "all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do" (Hebrews 4:13). His desire to please his ever present God is greater than the power of temptation.

He is thankful, recognizing God, with whom he walks, to be the source of "every good gift and every perfect gift" (James 1:17).

He loves God. He talks to God. He walks with God. He is always conscious of God's presence. He is never without God. Yet, this relationship never degenerates into a "buddy-buddy" relationship, for he reverences God; he recognizes His awesomeness; he gratefully acknowledges his own personal unworthiness of such a relationship with Almighty God.

This is the very essence of godliness. Someone, years ago, observing the similarity between "godliness" and "God-like-ness," assumed that the two words meant the same. That false assumption was passed on to others, and has now gained a strong foothold in the thinking of a great number of people. W. E. Vines says that godliness "denotes that piety which, characterized by a godward attitude, does that which is well pleasing to Him." A godly person, then, is one who has a godward attitude, and whose constant consciousness of God leads him to be obedient to Him.

While visiting in a hospital, recently, we observed this sign, "Have you said Thank you, God today?" A godly person probably would have done so. Have you said, “Thank you, God" today? 

- by Bill Hall
_____________________________________________________

I Thank My God

Paul told his brethren at Philippi, "I thank my God upon every remembrance of you" (Phil. 1:3). There are many good brethren that I am personally grateful for. In addition to others, I thank my God for:

1. Faithful Preachers and Teachers. I appreciate men who will boldly proclaim the truth without any compromise. Pure gospel preaching is greatly needed but is lacking in many churches today.

2. Strong Elders. I thank God for elders who are more concerned with the will of God than their popularity with men. Elders have a difficult task and must buckle down and take a strong stand to properly shepherd the flock and keep it pure.

3. Sound Brethren. Not every brother is a sound brother. I thank God for brethren who continue to grow, who admit wrong doing and repent when necessary. Sound brethren put the church first. They assemble regularly and demand that truth be taught. If you are a sound brother or sister in Christ, I thank my God for you.

4. Godly, Elderly Saints and Young Dedicated Christians. Whether young or old, the thing to do is serve God. I thank God for older Christians who never intend to "retire" from spiritual service. You who struggle with infirmities but press on toward heaven, I love. I also thank God for the young folks who learn respect and reverence toward God at an early age. Youngsters don’t have to "sow wild oats" - they can sow kingdom seed. I thank my God for those who will. 

- by David McPherson
_____________________________________________________

Rest From What?

Someone has observed: "One disadvantage of having nothing to do is that you can't stop and rest." Well said!  There are many lazy people in our society who need to learn that lesson.

There are some folks in the Lord's church that need to learn that this principle also applies spiritually.  The Scriptures give us this promise: "I heard a voice from heaven saying Unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow them" (Rev 14:13).

Rest from our labors is what we've been promised.  But some Christians need to ask, "What labors have I been engaged in?" 

- Have I been faithful in attendance?  Have I shown my love for God and encouraged my brethren by attending every service, including Sunday and Wednesday night? 

- Have I tried to teach lost souls what they need to do to be saved?  Have I been involved in the various personal work efforts of the local congregation? 

- Can I be counted on to teach classes when needed?  Or do I shirk this responsibility, leaving it for others? 

- Do I pitch in and help with the chores of cleaning the building, doing repair work, preparing the communion, etc.  Or do I simply expect others to get these jobs done?

- Do I gladly serve others, giving rides, visiting the sick, helping the needy, and admonishing the weak?

Remember that the Lord has promised rest from our labors.  But if we're not working now, we don't have anything to be looking forward to.  No work - no rest.  Think!

- by Greg Gwin
____________________________________________

Trends . . .

46% “born-again Christians” believe that Satan is “not a living being, but is only a symbol of evil.”

· Only 32% of “born-again Christians” believe in “moral absolutes.”

· via barna.org

1 Peter 5:8  "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:"

______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .

“How a man plays the game show something of his character; how he loses shows all of it.”

“Many who expect to be saved in the eleventh hour die at ten-thirty.”

“What a pity human beings cannot exchange problems.  Everyone knows exactly how to solve the other fellow’s.”

“People who have no charity for the faults of others are generally blind to their own.”

“He does not rise high who knows not how to kneel.”

“One kind of enemy: a friend who doesn’t oppose you when you’re wrong.”
______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

September 24, 2006

If you are visiting here today, please accept our sincere welcome, along with our invitation to return at your earliest opportunity.  We’re really glad you chose to visit with us today.  Of course, we’re also glad to see our own members as we join our hearts and voices in worshipping God.

Continue to prayer for the sick, including: Tina Overton, Alvin Lunn, Odis Haley, Joan Lindsey, Freeman Riggins, Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell,  and others.  Also pray for those in the military in dangerous places: Jennifer Ring’s brother, the Riggins’ grandson, and William Toombs’ son.

· This week:

· Singing practice for everyone (led by Matt Kasun) at 5:15 this afternoon  (no song leaders class today)

· Services tonight at 6pm

· Group 4 meets after services tonight

· Teachers’ meeting (for current and upcoming teachers) after this evening’s services.

· Gospel meeting at Kingston Springs - see bulletin board for details.

· Wednesday Bible study at 7pm

· Thursday morning class at 10am

· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ on the Internet, Thursday 8pm

· Coming up:

· Our fall gospel, November 12-17, with these speakers:

- Sunday AM – Tol Burk

- Sunday PM – Andrew Roberts

- Monday – Rick Duggin


- Tuesday – Jimmy Mickells


- Wednesday – Dorris Rader


- Thursday – Jeff Belknap


- Friday – Troy Nicholson

Please mark your calendars and keep this week in November free from any schedule conflicts.  It promises to be a great week!

Figures for the week of 9/17/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 141;  AM, 157; PM, 136; Wed., 130; Contrib., $3013

______________________________________________
"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.
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Visit our website at:

www.CollegevueChurch.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























