Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________

THE BEACON   -  Electronic Edition  -  9/6/06

Proper Attitude Toward God's Word

"Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper." (Psalm 1:1-3)

According to the above text, one who delights in the law of the Lord is "blessed." It is his primary focus. He meditates on it day and night. It is a source of refreshment and life to him. He becomes as a tree that is planted by a river because the word of God makes his life fruitful and productive.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus describes him as a person who will "hunger and thirst for righteousness" (Matthew 5:6). He considers receiving and giving instruction in God's word as one of his greatest blessings. Learning and/or teaching the law of God is an activity he eagerly anticipates and thoroughly enjoys. Therefore, he values those times when his fellow-saints assemble for study and worship -- knowing he will be with people who, like him, respect and adore the word of God.

Nehemiah 8:1-8 Is An Example of Proper Attitude Toward the Word of God

After their return from Babylonian captivity, the people of Judah set about to restore worship to God in Jerusalem. In Nehemiah 8, they asked Ezra the scribe to read the law of God to them. He assembled all the people, opened the book of the law before them, and then read distinctly from it to make sure the assembled crowd understood its message. The people, when beckoned, willingly assembled. They stood when the book of the law was opened -- a show of reverence. Standing from daybreak to midday, they praised God for His word and then fell on their faces worshiping Him.

Whether proclaiming the word or receiving instruction from it, we should have the same willingness to assemble, the same reverence and respect, and the same praise for our God.

Acts 10:33 Is Another Example

· Having summoned Peter to preach the message of God to him and his family, Cornelius told him of their willingness to hear him preach the gospel of Christ. Cornelius' attitude --- a model for all -- caused him to:

· Send for one knowledgeable in God's word. 

· Assemble his family to hear what Peter would proclaim. 

· Realize that God was present and that everything was being said and done before Him. 

· Be ready to hear all things God had commanded. 

What We Must Be and Do

· If we are going to have the proper attitude toward the word of God, therefore, we must:

· Have good and honest hearts (Luke 8:15). 

· Allow the word of God to "prick" our hearts (Acts 2:37). 

· Gladly receive the word (Acts 2:40). 

· Be discerning hearers (Acts 17:11). 

· Be eager hearers (Matthew 5:6; Acts 10:33). 

· Desire to hear and know all of the word (Acts 10:33). 

· Desire only the word of God (Matthew 15:9). 

What is your attitude toward the word of God? What should it be? Make sure it is what the Lord would have it to be.

- by Gene Taylor

_____________________________________________________


Dangerous Dogs (and People)

Upon entering the little country store, the stranger noticed a sign saying "DANGER! BEWARE OF DOG!" posted on the glass door. Inside he noticed a harmless old hound dog asleep on the floor beside the cash register.

He asked the store manager, "Is THAT the dog folks are supposed to beware of?"

"Yep, that's him," he replied.

The stranger couldn't help but be amused. "That certainly doesn't look like a dangerous dog to me. Why in the world would you post that sign?"

"Because", the owner replied, "before I posted that sign, people kept tripping over him."

When we mentally make a list of the "worst sins" in the Bible, laziness doesn't usually come to mind. But sometimes those people most "dangerous" are those are just lie around and do nothing but get in the way. Solomon had much to say about the sluggard, or lazy person.

"The lazy man says, 'There is a lion in the road! A fierce lion is in the streets!' As a door turns on its hinges, so does the lazy man on his bed. The lazy man buries his hand in the bowl; It wearies him to bring it back to his mouth." (Proverbs 26:13-15)

Talk about lazy! When you're too lazy to eat, there's no hope for you! These are absurd pictures. But pictures designed to make us think, to realize how "dangerous" it is to become lazy.  They not only hurt themselves, but they pose a great hazard to those around them, including their families and their brethren.  Think!

- by Alan Smith (edited)
_____________________________________________________
Misbehaving Team Members

It is a common news story involving big-time sports stars: late at night, in a questionable location, with disreputable companions, they are engaged in unseemly activities.  The matter is publicized widely throughout the media, and another “black eye” results for professional athletes.

1. It sure seems that these individuals ought to think more seriously and behave more respectably.  After all:

2. Their related teams have paid huge sums of money to bring them on board.  

3. They have an incredible ability to influence others.  In fact, they are often referred to as “role models.”  

4. And, any misconduct on their part reflects badly on their team and co-players.  

All things considered, it just doesn’t make sense for them to act in such irresponsible ways.  They need to THINK!

There is a parallel to this situation that strikes much closer to home than one might imagine.  It is this: a church member gets involved in a questionable activity, with unwholesome companions, and in a compromising situation.  The matter is ultimately revealed, and another “black eye” results for the local congregation. 

A. It sure seems that these Christians ought to think more soberly and conduct themselves more carefully, because:

B. They were redeemed with the purchase price of Jesus’ own precious blood.  ("For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God . . .” 1 Corinthians 6:20) 

C. They have a strong influence – for good or bad – on  others.  ("Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. . . Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven." Matthew 5:13-16) 
D. What they do reflects on the Lord and His church.   (". . . by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of." 2 Peter 2:2) 

With all these things in mind, it doesn’t make sense for a member of the Lord’s body to act in sinful ways.  THINK!
- by Greg Gwin
____________________________________________

Trends . . .

The English newspaper, The Daily Mail, reports that the average British woman spends an astonishing $70,296.33 on her hair in a lifetime.  She will spend the equivalent of just under two years of her life washing, styling, cutting, colouring, crimping and straightening her locks in salons or at home.  A whopping 650 days will be dedicated solely to creating a 'salon look' in her own bathroom. The average woman splashes out a monthly average of $19.20 on shampoos and conditioners, $26.73 on home styling products and $573.69 a year on haircuts and colouring.  She spends the equivalent of 41 minutes at home every day washing, styling and restyling.

- via www.dailymail.co.uk
1 Peter 3:3-4 (NASV)  "Let not your adornment be merely external -- braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses;  but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God."

______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“I am still determined to be cheerful and happy, in whatever situation I may be; for I have also learned from experience that the greater part of our happiness or misery depends upon our dispositions, and not upon our circumstances.”

“Character is like a tree and reputation like its shadow. The shadow is what we think of it; the tree is the real thing.”

______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

September 3, 2006

Thanks for your presence here today – especially those of you who are visitors at these services.  We’re glad you came, and we hope to see you again this evening when we meet for another hour of worship.

Please continue to pray for the sick, including: Tina Overton, Alvin Lunn, Buddy Hood, Hubert Morrow, Freeman Riggins, Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell, Joan Lindsey’s father (surgery on Friday), and others.  Also pray for those in the military in dangerous places:  Jennifer Ring’s brother, the Riggins’ grandson, and William Toombs’ son.

Several gospel meetings will be in our area in the upcoming weeks.  Check the bulletin board for latest announcements and plan to attend.

· This week:

· Elders meet today at 4:30

· Song leaders class at 5 o’clock this afternoon

· Services tonight at 6pm

· Group 1 meets after services tonight

· Wednesday Bible study at 7pm

· Thursday morning class at 10am

· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ on the Internet, Thursday 8pm

· Coming up:

· Our fall gospel meeting (with different speakers from the area), November 12-17

Teachers’ meeting (for current and upcoming teachers) after evening services on September 24th.
Figures for the week of 8/27/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 126;  AM, 147; PM, 127; Wed., 120; Contrib., $3375
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























