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Adorning The Doctrine

People come to God with various preconceived ideas about all sorts of things. If they are going to become a Christians, then they must readjust their thinking and priorities about a good number of things. When Paul became a Christian he had to face up to the fact that so many of the things upon which he had placed such a high value, where worthless in the sight of God (Philippians 3:4-8). 

· "Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, not pilfering, but showing all good faith that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect" (Titus 2:9-10).  The word adorn means to put in proper order, hence to decorate or garnish.  Notice the following ways that this verse is translated, "for in all such ways they add luster to the doctrine" (NEB); "as to recommend the teaching about God our Saviour by all that they do" (TCNT); "that altogether they shall beautify the teaching"(Ber). Christians can by their attitude and way they implement God’s instructions, demonstrate to a skeptical world how wise and attractive such instructions are. Here are some applications of this concept:

· Singing: We are going to encounter people who are going to be greatly disappointed that congregational worship in the New Testament church does not include instrumental music, choirs or soloists (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16). We must remind them that God specified the type of music He wants, and worship is all about pleasing Him (1 Peter 2:5). Such alternatives to singing displace the glory from God to men. When we worship God our attitude should be one of wanting to do what is His delight, and His delight is that we obey His instructions (1 Samuel 15:22-23). We can really adorn God’s teaching concerning singing if we all sing from the heart, seek to improve our singing skills, be constantly looking for new spiritual songs, and really think about the songs we select for worship services and for each aspect of worship. In modern times, the wisdom of God specifying singing can be seen in what has happened in the denominational world. Obeying God’s instructions on this point has kept the church from becoming lured into the entertainment business, and one major complaint heard among many denominations is that the "Christian" music industry is increasingly looking and sounding just like the world.
· Excitement In Worship: Some people will be disappointed that during our worship services we aren’t clapping our hands, dancing, or something else. We can counter this by saying a hearty "Amen" when we really agree with a topic being said (1 Corinthians 14:16). We can express the truth with feeling and can pray fervently from the heart. We need to prove to the world that God’s directions for worship in the New Testament provide the framework for the expression of true devotion and that we don’t need any fads to make our worship meaningful. God’s wisdom is also seen in this area. The danger with depending on the latest fad to make your own worship seem meaningful, is that what stirs your heart this year will require something else next year. God has given us the proper outlet for our emotions, that is worship in Spirit must also be worship in Truth, our emotions and feelings must be channeled into the particular style or manner of worship that God desires (John 4:24). 
· Social Things: People can be disappointed that the work of the church does not include providing social and recreational activities, such as church kitchens, fellowship halls, gyms, family life centers, and so on. In order to show God’s wisdom in separating the work of the individual Christian and the work of the congregation (Acts 2:46; 1 Corinthians 11:34), we must as individuals become very hospitable and social (Romans 12:13; Hebrews 13:1-2). We can demonstrate God’s wisdom that showing that the above human innovations are completely unnecessary and that we can get together eat, recreate, and socialize just fine on our own. This demands that we must make an extra effort in this area. 
· Human Institutions: God set up the local church as a self-sufficient unit that can do all the work God has planned for Christians. The local church is God’s organization (1 Timothy 3:15). In the First Century, Christians evangelized the world, trained preachers and elders, taught members, and cared for their own needy members all without any church supported colleges, publishing houses, or benevolent societies (Colossians 1:23). We can demonstrate God’s wisdom in this area by getting involved in the work of the congregation we attend. Each local congregation should strive and make an investment in being able to train preachers, develop its own elders, see to it that the needs of its members are being met and so on. In addition, in our times God’s wisdom in this area is tremendously manifested when we see many colleges started by Christians going into apostasy and many benevolent societies simply becoming secular in their mission.
· Helping The Poor: In the New Testament, we find that in the area of benevolence, the funds collected by the local congregation were only used to help other Christians (Acts 2:44-45; 4:34; 6:3; 11:27-30; Romans 15:26; 1 Corinthians 16:1-3; 1 Timothy 5:16,9-10). As individuals, we are commanded to help not only our brothers, but also all men (Galatians 6:10; James 1:27). Once again, we need to make an extra effort in this area; we need to prove to the world that God’s method is the best method. No money is wasted on maintaining unnecessary "machinery"; all the money given goes directly to the person in need. This is true benevolence, where the individual has to take the initiative, and get personally involved ("visit" James 1:27; "you gave Me", "you invited Me in", "you clothed Me", "you visited Me" Matthew 25:35-36), "you came to Me"), rather than paying someone else to serve for you. As Christians we need to be involved in our communities and become the servants of those who are less fortunate. 
- by Mark Dunagan (edited for length)

____________________________________________
Are We Saved By Faith Or Works?

                  . . . Or Are We Saved By Both?

Many people still have difficulty understanding the connection between faith and works in the Bible.  There are lots of folks who would have us to believe that simple faith is the only condition for salvation from sins.  They point us to numerous Bible verses that emphasize the need for believing in Jesus as God's son.  No one can deny that this is clearly a prerequisite to salvation (John 8:24).

But what about works of obedience?  What about confession (Rom. 10:10), repentance (Acts 2:38), and baptism (Mark 16:16)?  How do these commands fit into the scheme of redemption?  Are they necessary or not?

The answer is simple - it takes both.  Both faith and works of obedience are needed in order to please God.  There are lots of ways we could prove this, but let's just look at two New Testament verses that refer to one Old  Testament event:

Hebrews 11:31 says: "By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace."  So, Rahab the harlot is commended for her faith, and it says that her faith saved her from the destruction of Jericho.  

But just a few pages over in your Bible you read of her again, this time in James 2:25: "Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way?"  Note that her works are mentioned, and it says that these were the basis of her justification.  Which was it, faith or works?  The answer is easy - it was both!  In fact, in Rahab’s case it is foolish to try to separate the two.

In the same way, we must believe that Jesus is the only begotten Son of God, and upon that faith we must obey the commands found in the Scriptures.  No need to try to separate the two - they belong together - God made them that way!
- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

Gambling has attained unprecedented levels of accept-ance, glamorization, and popularity in the United States. Once confined to the remote desert region of Nevada, gambling, in one form or another, is now legal in 48 of the 50 states. Utah and Hawaii are the only exceptions.


- via www.family.org
Colossians 3:5 (NASV)  "Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry."

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .

" No virtue is more universally accepted as a test of good character than trustworthiness.”

“The consequence of having told a lie is not only the lie itself, but that henceforth  no one can have full confidence in anything that you say.”

Ephesians 4:25  "Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another."
______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

January 15, 2006

As we begin a new week, it is a true blessing to be able to assemble for Bible study and worship.  We’re glad that you have chosen to be here, and we are encouraged by your presence.  We especially welcome all of our visitors, and we invite you to come again at your very earliest opportunity.

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including: Suzette Haley (very seriously ill in the hopsital in Memphis), Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Joyce Calahan, Margaret Hood, Libby Tate, Clem & Norma Goodman (both to have surgery soon), Eloise Andrews, Francis Howell, Pearl Kincaid’s sister, Lynn Keeton’s father, Jane Collin’s granddaughter, Lucille Vick’s brother, and others.   

 “The Virtual Bible Study” is on Thursday nights at 8pm. Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com to listen to the live program (or www.Collegevue.com).  Use a yard sign, a flyer, or a business card to advertise the program and to invite others to listen.

We owe a huge debt of thanks to our Bible class teachers for the many hours of work they do to make our classes great.  Take a moment to express appreciation to those who teach your kids.  You can also make their work easier and more effective by insuring that your children come to class prepared with their lessons studied.  Follow this up with some questions and discussion after the class has been conducted.  Make the most of these opportunities. 

Figures for the week of 1/8/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 130;  AM, 148; PM, 131; Wed., 128; Contrib., $3144
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























