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A – C – T – S

Christians are to "pray without ceasing" (1 Thes. 5:17). Some have trouble doing this simply because they forget what to do in prayer.

The acronym "A-C-T-S" is one way to remember.

A - Adoration. Prayer is a time to adore/praise God. David prayed, "Thine, 0 Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty..." (1 Chron. 29:11). Don't just ask things of God, acknowledge His awesomeness.

C - Confession. Prayer is also a time to confess sin. John wrote, "if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins..." (1 Jn. 1:9). One whose iniquities have separated him from God should exercise this privilege. Admit your wrongs!

T- Thanksgiving. In prayer, we should express our gratitude to God. It is "with thanksgiving" (Phil. 4:6), that our request are to be made known to Him. Do you appreciate the good things you have, love, and hope for? Tell God "thank you."

S - Supplication. This is where we make our requests. There are many things for which Christians ought to ask - wisdom, peace, patience, opportunities to teach, etc. Brethren, don't forget to pray.

- by David McPherson 

______________________________________________

Social Drinking

The Bible unmistakably condemns drunkenness (Eph. 5:18; 1 Cor. 6:9-10). Society may call it alcoholism and think of it as a disease; nevertheless, it is sin. But what about "social drinking," small quantity consumption of alcoholic beverages — a beer, a margarita at happy hour, a glass of wine with dinner, a champagne toast? Does God's word approve of our participation? 

Principles

Several Bible principles argue against even the casual use of beverage alcohol. 

First, we are warned that sin is deceitful. "But encourage one another day after day . . . lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin" (Heb. 3:13). What is more misleading than alcohol? It may promise joy or prestige, but it delivers something else. "Do not look on the wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when it goes down smoothly; at the last it bites like a serpent, and stings like a viper" (Pro. 23:31-32). "Wine is a mocker, strong drink is a brawler, and whoever is led astray by it is not wise" (Pro. 20:1, NKJV). 

Romans 12:9 admonishes us, "Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good." To abhor is to detest, to stay as far away from a thing as possible. Now at some point in drinking one crosses the line from sobriety to drunkenness. Where is that point? Experts say it varies, depending on one's weight, metabolism, drinking experience, etc. Given the near impossibility of telling exactly when you cross over, and given the principle of abhorring evil, why would one go at all in the direction of drunkenness? Besides, 1 Thessalonians 5:22 says abstain from every form of evil. If drunkenness is evil, why would this not be at least a form? 

Then there is the principle of control. Christ is the master of our bodies: He bought them. Anything else that controls us is wrong (1 Cor. 16:12). Alcohol is quite addictive. How do you know before it is too late whether it will be so to you? Of course, being in control to alcohol is only part of the issue; being in complete control under its influence is another concern. 

Christians are lights in the world. "...prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world" (Ph. 2:15). What do you think? Will drinking a little here and there increase your influence for Christ? Will you be more effective in convincing your neighbor to give up drunkenness if you talk to him with beer on your breath? 

A Pertinent Passage

"For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousals, drinking parties and abominable idolatries" (1 Pet. 4:3). Notice three distinct terms Peter employs: 1) drunkenness; 2) carousals or revelries, the out-of-control conduct associated with drunkenness; 3) drinking parties. This word refers to the act of drinking, then a drinking occasion; "not of necessity excessive, but giving opportunity to excess" (Trench). Peter thus condemns three things: the excess state, the conduct associated with it, and the activity which leads up to it — drinking. 

Objections

Those wishing to defend social drinking commonly raise two objections. 

Did not Paul tell Timothy to drink a little wine for his stomach's sake (1 Tim. 5:23)? Yes, but that changes nothing. Alcohol for medicinal purposes is not the issue. Please note that the verse is parenthetical in context. Timothy's practice was obviously total abstinence, else the instruction would have been unnecessary. 

Did not Jesus drink and even make wine (Jn. 2:1-12)? Yes, but would Jesus have done anything to contradict these principles He advocated? Just one New Testament word covers everything from grape juice to intoxicants. Context determines what kind of beverage is under consideration.  Surely in Jesus’ case, the wine was non-intoxicating (see Hab. 2:15).

Conclusion

The Bible gives many warnings about the dangers of wine. Peter said the time past is enough wasted in such activities. Christians must be of sound judgment and sober spirit. 

- by Frank Himmel 

____________________________________________
Who Do You Look Like?

We've all heard those stories about husbands and wives who begin to look like one another after they've lived together for a number of years.  The very thought of this is enough to make many wives lose sleep at night!

Now, while we may never physically look like those that we keep company with, it is true that we begin to think and act like them.  This is the very basis upon which we are warned: "bad company corrupts good morals" (I Cor. 15:33 NASV).  As servants of God we must be careful about the companions that we choose.

But, there's another side to that story.  If bad companions cause us to think and act in evil ways (and they do!), then it is also true that good companions will help us to think and act in righteous ways (and they will!).  That being the case, here are a couple of ways we can help ourselves to be more like God wants us to be: 

- Attend all of the services faithfully.  It is hard to imagine a more uplifting situation than to join with others of like faith in the worship of God and in the study of His word.  These are special times, and no one who is the least bit interested in his own soul will purposefully neglect a single assembly.

- Choose faithful Christians to be your closest friends.  Why would anyone who desires to please God do otherwise?  Put forth an effort to develop close, personal friendships with others in the church.

Remember, you are going to "look like" those that you are around the most.  Therefore, you need to make choices that will help you to "look" your best!
- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

Despite widespread efforts to increase church attendance across the nation, an annual survey of church attendance shows that one-third of all adults (34%) remain “unchurched.” That proportion has changed little during the past five years. However, because of the nation’s population continuing growth, the number of unchurched adults continues to grow by nearly a million people annually.

- via www.Barna.org
Mark 16:15  "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature."

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .

“If we did the things we are capable of, we would astound ourselves.”  - Thomas Edison

“Great is the art of beginning, but greater is the art of ending.”
______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

January 22, 2006

Good morning!  We welcome one and all, especially our visitors.  Thanks for being here today.

We extend our sincere sympathy to the family of our sister Eloise Andrews in her death this past week.  The funeral was conducted on Wednesday.

New Members: We are happy to welcome Mike & Linda Mabry as members here at Collegevue.  Update your directories to show them at: 109 Haven Dr., Columbia, TN  38401; phone 381-7717.  Also make an update for the Overtons. Their new address is 2010 Darks Mill Rd., Columbia, TN  38401.  For now you can reach them via their cell phone 1-931-619-0995.

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including: Suzette Haley (very seriously ill in the hopsital in Memphis), Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Warren Cook, Margaret Hood, Libby Tate, Clem & Norma Goodman (Clem is to have back surgery tomorrow), Francis Howell, Pearl Kincaid’s sister, Lynn Keeton’s father (critically ill in the hospital in Florence, AL), Jane Collin’s granddaughter, Scott Futrell’s wife (we support Scott in his preaching work in Vermont, and his wife has been diagnosed with cancer), and others.   

Remember the brothers of Jennifer Ring and Timothy Nolan as they serve in the army in Iraq.

 “The Virtual Bible Study” is on Thursday nights at 8pm. Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com to hear program.

Figures for the week of 1/15/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 137;  AM, 150; PM, 149; Wed., 121; Contrib., $2639

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























