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Why The Good News Is Treated Like Bad News
The word gospel in our Bibles translates a Greek word that means "good news." What better name for the message about Jesus could there be? The gospel is the story of how Jesus died in our place to save us from the worst thing that could possibly happen to us: experiencing the wrath of God because of our sin. Jesus took the punishment that was due to us, and because of His sacrifice on our behalf we are spared the awful consequences of our wrongs. What a wonderful gift! What a blessing! It is the best news that man has ever heard.

But many people do not think that the gospel is good news at all. The gospel is treated as something to be avoided in polite conversation, something that offends and creates fights. In many circles it is considered rude to bring up the subject of the gospel to one’s acquaintances, family, or co-workers, and it is considered offensive to suggest that the gospel is the only truth and that all must obey it. The good news is treated like bad news.

How did the good news become bad news? The answer is easy: because the good news begins with the fact that all are sinners and stand condemned before God (Rom. 1-3). The first thing the gospel tells us is that we are wrong, that we have not lived in the right way and that we need salvation from our sin. Most people do not like to hear that. People would prefer to hear that they are good and that they are living right (even when they admit they are not perfect). We do not like to be rebuked. It hurts the conscience and the heart. So rather than listen to the gospel’s initial rebuke, many people turn away from it.

One of the craftiest plans Satan ever developed was to present people with a false gospel that strips away all the unpleasant parts. That’s the kind of gospel people will hear. The world has become flooded with false gospels that have virtually eliminated the concept of sin from its doctrines. To many people the gospel is like an invitation to join a club. No guilt, no sacrifice, no hardship, no loss of respect. Just join the church have a good time. In such groups the gospel is not about salvation from sin’s consequences or the cleansing of the conscience of the load of guilt sin brings. It is a gospel without condemnation.

Any gospel that does not begin by telling us that we are sinners has two fatal faults. First, it is not the gospel taught in the New Testament. The gospel preached by the apostles began with rebuke and warning. No "gospel" that downplays or ignores this feature has the right to call itself the gospel. Second, in what sense can we say that the gospel is good news if it does not portray the problem of our sin as enormous? If our sin is no big deal (as the false gospels portray it), then what is so good about the gospel? If God accepts me just as I am, if I have little or nothing to change, then the good news is just a fix of a minor problem.

We must beware of any "gospel" that minimizes sin. Only when we truly understand the nature of our sin, what it does to us and what it does to God, will we be able to appreciate fully what is so good about the gospel. The gospel is presented as the answer, the solution, to the worst problem in the world. The gospel’s glory will never be seen for what it is if we depreciate sin.

Not only must we beware of any gospel that minimizes sin, we must not succumb to the temptation to decrease the Biblical message about sin to make the gospel easier for others to accept. We all know many people that we want to see saved. In our love for them and our zeal to preach the gospel there is a temptation that we will try to relax the message so that it is not so harsh, so that it will be a "friendlier" gospel. But our love for the lost has no authority over God. We may not relax God’s standards because we think they are too tough. God is the one who created us, and God is the only one who has the right to say what the way to fellowship with Him will be. If we are not content to preach God’s message just as He gave it, then woe to us, for we have become judges of God.

God sets the conditions for salvation. Preaching or obeying a watered-down gospel does not change or solve anything. If people find the gospel offensive, ugly, and a turn-off, so be it. Let us preach without apologies or embarrassment. Let us say with Paul, "I am not ashamed of the gospel" (Rom 1:16).

- by David McClister

_____________________________________________________

We Can’t Save Ourselves

"But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags; we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away." (Isa. 64:6)

Let us suppose that a plane crashes into the water with three men aboard, and there is no boat, ship, or land within hundreds of miles. One of the men is able to swim only a few hundred feet. The second can manage to stay afloat an hour or two. The third is a world champion long-distance swimmer. What is the fate of the three?

It doesn't matter if the third is a great swimmer or not. He is in the same fate as the other two. The first will drown in twenty minutes; the second in an hour or two; and the third in fifteen hours. All three need a savior, for without one, all three will drown.

So it is with all men. Being a good moral person alone amounts to nothing more than filthy rags. We all are sinners, and without a Savior are doomed to destruction.

- by David Riggs
____________________________________________
Are You Sure It Doesn’t Matter?

Imagine yourself walking into a drug store to have a prescription filled.  You hand the pharmacist the form from your doctor, and then watch in amazement as he throws it in the wastebasket without even reading it.  Then, without reading the label, he hands you a bottle of pills.  By now you've gotten your nerve up, and you ask, 

"Man, what are you doing?" 

"Well he answers, "I'm giving you some medicine." 

"But you didn't read the prescription, and you didn't even look at the label on these pills." 

"It doesn't matter," he says.  "Medicine is medicine - one pill is as good as another."

 "No sir!" you object, "I want the pills that my doctor prescribed, and no others".  

There's very little chance that you will ever visit that drug store again.  Common sense says that this is no way to handle the important business of our physical health.

Why not allow the same kind of common sense to help us in the far more important realm of spiritual things?  For some reason folks have decided that "anything goes" in religion.  "Join the church of your choice" has become more than a mere slogan - it is the rule that most people live by.  "One church is just as good as another", we are told.  How can this possibly be so?

Jesus said, "In vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men" (Matt. 15:9).  Note that the Lord says that some worship is "vain", meaning worthless or good for nothing.  He goes on to explains why it is worthless - because it follows the commandments of men rather than the will of God (Col.
3:17).  Are you sure that one church is as good as another?  Think!

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

Adults who attended church regularly as a child are nearly three times as likely to be attending a church today as are their peers who avoided the church during childhood (61% to 22%, respectively). . . Adults who attended church as a child are twice as likely as others to read the Bible during a typical week; twice as likely to attend a church worship service in a typical week; and nearly 50% more likely to pray to God during a typical week. 

- via www.Barna.org
Proverbs 22:6  "Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it."

______________________________________________
Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“Maturity has more to do with what types of experiences you've had and what you've learned from them and less to do with how many birthdays you've celebrated.”

“No matter how good a friend is, they're going to hurt you every once in a while and you must forgive them for that.”

“Our background and circumstances may have influenced who we are, but we are responsible for who we become.”

“It takes years to build up trust, and only seconds to destroy it.”

“You can do something in an instant that will give you heartache for life.”

______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

February 12, 2006

Greetings, and welcome on this wintry Lord’s Day.  We’re glad you are here, and we especially welcome any visitors that have come our way today – please come again soon.

Our sympathy goes out to Lynn Keeton and her family in the death of her father last week.  The funeral was conducted in Florence, AL, on Thursday.  

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including: Clem Goodman, Suzette Haley, Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Warren Cook, Libby Tate, Norma Goodman, Buddy Hood, Pearl Kincaid’s sister, Kris Johnson’s mother, Jane Collin’s granddaughter, Buddy Hood’s sister, Scott Futrell’s wife, and others.   Also remember the brothers of Jennifer Ring and Timothy Nolan as they serve in the army in Iraq.

 Keep in mind that “The Virtual Bible Study” is on Thursday nights at 8pm. You can hear the program at www.TheVirtual BibleStudy.com. We need you to spread the word about the program.  Obviously, the effectiveness of the program is directly proportional to the number of people who are listening.

Just a reminder, relative to winter weather, the elders have a policy that services will NOT be cancelled.  You should make a determination for yourself about traveling to the church building.  If you can make it safely, come.  Services will be held for and by those who are able to make it to the meeting place.

Figures for the week of 2/5/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 140;  AM, 160; PM, 124; Wed., 131; Contrib., $5775

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________
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collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
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