Please join us for "The Virtual Bible Study" on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time. Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast. You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.
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Salt and Light

In Matthew 5:13-16, the Master teaches us our responsibility to the world. We are salt and light. By successfully so acting, we lead the world to glorify God. How can we effectively be salt and light for Christ?

Salt

The function of salt is to preserve meat and to make otherwise unpalatable food tasty (cf. Job 6:6). God rules the world in righteousness (Psalm 9:8; 97:2; Revelation 19:15). Where there are no righteous people, a nation will perish (cf. Genesis 18:16-33). The righteous lives and influence on others of Christians preserve the nation and make society palatable to God.

But to cure or flavor food, salt must be in contact with the food. Christians are to be in the world but not of the world (John 17:14-18). If we are to influence people in the community for good, we must be among them. We need to become friends with them, have them into our homes, and go to innocent functions of mutual interest. Would you go to a feast in the house of a man with a bad reputation in society? Jesus did, for the purpose of saving the souls of sinners (Luke 5:29-32). Are we more righteous than the Lord? If we are too self righteous to mingle socially with sinners of the world, we are Pharisees.

In ancient Palestine, salt was dug from the ground or recovered from salt marshes. If moisture dissolved the sodium chloride (salt) from the compound, a residue would be left. This residue was useless to preserve or flavor but had enough saltiness left to sterilize land on which it was thrown. It was worse than useless; it was a nuisance. It was carefully swept up and thrown on footpaths, where at least it would do no harm (cf. Luke 14:34-35).

Christians who cease to live righteous lives are worse than useless; they hinder the cause of Christ (cf. Romans 2:21-24). They are a discouragement to their brethren and a stumbling block to the lost.

Light

The Master called us "the light of the world."

The physical light of the sun is the basis of and absolutely essential to earthly life. It provides energy, warmth, and visibility. It guides, heals, protects from evil, and exposes things hidden in darkness.

Jesus boldly announced, "I am the light of the world" (John 8:12). He is the source of spiritual life (John 1:4). The Son is the sun that lightens the world. He shows us God (John 14:7), guides us to Him (John 14:6), protects us from evil (John 10:27-30), and exposes the evil lurking in the darkness of ignorance and sin (John 3:20).

Christians are to reflect to the world in our lives the life Jesus lived upon earth (2 Corinthians 3:18; 1 Peter 2:21-22). We are the moon that reflects the light of the sun (2 Corinthians 3:2-3). Our lights thus shine as we live "in all goodness, righteousness, and truth" (Ephesians 5:8-11). As Jesus "went about doing good" (Acts 10:38), so should we (Acts 20:35). Our friends, neighbors and acquaintances will see Jesus in us as we befriend the poor and lowly; live honest, morally upright lives; love each other; do good in return for evil; show mercy to our friends in their troubles and heartaches; try to gently lead them from their sins; speak of things that are pure; and put God first in our lives.

Poor, Jewish homes had the light of a single oil lamp. It would be foolish to light such a lamp and then cover it with a basket. When sin, selfishness, lack of concern for others, and apathy for the Lord characterize our lives, our light is smothered.

A city built on a hill cannot be concealed from the enemy. Because of the peculiar claims of God’s people, we are conspicuous to the world (Hebrews 12:22-23). We must be especially careful to have our "conduct honorable" before a hypercritical world (1 Peter 2:9-12).

Result

The result of such lives is that people of the world "may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven." People glorify God by believing and obeying His will (Ephesians 1:12).

How shall we lead our lost friends, neighbors, loved ones, and acquaintances to Christ? We must be the light of the world. If our lives reflect Christ, our words will be effective. If not, no amount of preaching and teaching will hide our misdeeds from the people we are seeking to reach. "Let your light so shine...."

- by Keith Sharp

____________________________________________

A Question About Our Authority for a Church Building

Question: When there is an approved example, is it possible to use an inference? Hebrews 10:25, in particular is what I am getting at. We have approved examples of meeting in houses to assemble and yet we infer the right to build a building to assemble. It appears that some violate their own principles when they build the building. They have approved examples of assembling in houses, river banks, etc., (but not building a church building).

Answer: You asked a great question. Here's how I would answer it: 

1) As you correctly noted, Hebrews 10:25 commands us to assemble and thereby necessarily implies the authority for a place to worship. 

2) You are also correct to observe that we have approved examples of 1st Century Christians meeting in private homes, open-air settings, and even in public facilities (a school – Acts 19:9, the temple in Jerusalem – Acts 2:46, etc.) 

3) Now, why do we use the 'necessary inference' approach (as in #1 above) to justify building/owning a church building rather than the 'approved example' approach (as in #2 above) and thus meet in homes, outdoors, public facilities, etc.? 

The answer to this requires us to ask the question: When is an example binding? That's a very important question, because we have all kinds of examples in the New Testament that we don't follow. For instance, the disciples in Troas (Acts 20) met in an "upper chamber" when they took the Lord's Supper on the first day of the week (remember that Eutychus fell out of the window). Why do we select the first day of the week from that example as being binding, but the upper room from that same incident is not binding? We have to use some hermeneutical rules to decide which examples are binding and which are not. There are at least four rules we need to apply: 

a) The actions of any example must be consistent with other undoubted Scriptural teaching in order to be regarded as binding. An example would never be considered binding when the example or action is in conflict with statements of direct command, necessary inference, or other approved examples. Peter, in Galatians 2, set an example of hypocrisy when he showed favoritism to Jewish Christians over Gentile Christians. Are we authorized to do the same because of this example. Obviously not (James 2:1,9). This is why we usually specify that we are to follow only "approved" examples. 

b) Uniformity in essential details must be present in any example for the action involved to be considered binding. If, in the same situation, different actions are taken, neither can be considered as binding. As an example, cases of baptism in the New Testament were always total immersion. The fact that all the examples are the same sets up a "pattern" for us to follow. But, since Christians met to worship in different types of facilities (homes, open-air, public buildings) there is no uniform pattern for us to follow. 

c) No example of action could be regarded as binding when it is not such as can be universally applied. For instance, Paul traveled by ship to certain preaching destinations. Must we follow his example? Clearly no, because there are lots of places that you can't go via ship. Likewise, if someone were to insist that we meet in an upper room for worship (as they did in Troas – Acts 20) it would make it impossible for some people in some places to conduct worship services. 

d) No New Testament example should be considered as binding in situations other than those set forth in the actual record of the action. The Jerusalem saints had "all things in common" (Acts 2:44,45). Must we sell all of our private property and live in a communal arrangement? No, because those were unique circumstances that we do not presently experience. But if we hit extreme hard times, we should be ready to imitate their example.

Thanks for your good question. I hope these points will help you as you continue your studies.

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

In 2005, 45% of Americans read their Bible at least once per week.

- via www.Barna.org

1 Timothy 4:13 "Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine."

______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .

"To get to heaven: turn right, keep straight."

"There is no right way to do a wrong thing."

______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

April 9, 2006

By your presence here today you have 1) obeyed God’s command to assemble with the saints, 2) you have offered your worship, praise, and adoration to Him, 3) you have taken advantage of the opportunity to study, learn and be edified, and 4) you have been an encouragement to many others. Thanks! Keep up the good work!

A special word of welcome goes out to all of our visitors. We hope we made you feel welcome here, and we hope you will come again soon.

BAPTISM: We were thrilled to witness Stephen Dvorak confess his faith in Christ and be baptized for the remission of sins following the services last Sunday evening. We pray he will have a long and fruitful life in the Lord’s service.

Our sympathy goes out to Gladys Simmons and her family, especially including her sister Audrey (a frequent visitor at our services), in the death of Audrey’s daughter and granddaughter in a tragic car crash last Wednesday. Please keep this family in your prayers.

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including Suzette Haley, Buddy Hood, Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Norma Goodman, Jane Collins, Jerry Riggins, Kim Futrell, Warren Cook, and others. Also remember Jennifer Ring’s brother in the army in Iraq.

Listen to "The Virtual Bible Study" on Thursday night at 8pm. Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com to listen. Tell others! 

Figures for the week of 3/26/06: Sunday, Bstudy, 116; AM, 140; PM, 118; Wed., 104; Contrib., $3417

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ. We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father. Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________
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